
City of Green Lake 
Building Inspection 
534 Mill St., PO Box 216 
Green Lake, WI 54941 
Tel: 920-294-6912 
Fax: 920-294-0989 
http//cityofgreenlake.com 

Sign Permit# _ ______ _ 
Date Filed ________ _ 
Fee -----------
Receipt No.--------
Received By ___ ____ _ 

SIGN PERMIT APPLICATION 

Sign permit applications must be submitted with a drawing of the proposed sign* and a 
$ sign permit fee. Applications are reviewed for compliance with the Green Lake 
Municipal Code and the Sign Ordinance. Please note that a building permit may also be required 
which would also be subject to fees. 

Applicant Name: 
Mailing Address: 
City & State: 
Applicant Phone #s: 
Property Address: 

Owner Name: 
Owner Address: 
Owner Phone #s: 

Sign Contractor's Name (if applicable) _ ___________ _______ _ 
What is the area of the proposed sign in square feet? ___ _____ _____ _ _ 
How will the sign be lighted? 
What is the length of the building which has frontage on a public street? (Include both building 
frontage lengths for comer buildings) - - ------------- - - - - --
What is the area of any existing sign(s) on the property? - -------------
Exactly where on the property or building will the sign be located? ________ _ _ 
Exactly how high will the top and bottom of the sign be from the ground? ____ ___ _ 
How will the sign be mounted? _flat against the building _ freestanding 

_right angles to the building other _ __________ _ 

*ATTACH AN ACCURATE DRAWING, CLEARLY DESCRIBING THE DIMENSIONS, 
DESIGN, COLORS, AND CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS OF THE PROPOSED SIGN. 
ALSO ATTACH SITE PLAN SHOWING LOCATION OF SIGN. 
**ATTACH CERTIFICATE(S) OF INSURANCE. 

The information provided in this application is accurate and complete to the best of my 
knowledge. 
Signature: Date: ______ _ 

FOR CITY USE ONLY: 
Building Inspection Department Approval: _ _ ___ __ _ Date: - ------
Planning Commission Action (if required): Date: --- --- -
Conditions of Approval: 

1. If required, a building permit shall be obtained prior to erecting the sign on the property. 
Please contact the Green Lake Building Inspector for further information (534 Mill St., Green 
Lake, WI 920-294-6912). 

F:MW:CITYPOLICIES.SlGNPERMlT APPLICATION 
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SEC. 13-1-112 SIGNS REQUIRING A TEMPORARY PERMIT.
The following signs are allowable with a temporary sign permit
issued by the Building Inspector or his authorized agent. A
temporary sign permit fee is required per Section 13-1-102(d).
(a) Temporary Sign. Temporary sign less than twelve (12) square
feet which advertises a special event for a civil,
philanthropic, educational or religious organization. A
permit may be issued for fourteen (14) days. A temporary
sign can be displayed for up to two (2) weeks at a time
during no more than three (3) different periods per year.
Each such two (2) week period requires a new permit and fee.
Such temporary signs must be located on private property
only and shall not obstruct building exits, unless noted
elsewhere in this Section.
(b) Over-the-Street Banner. Unlighted special event banners not
exceeding one hundred fifty (150) square feet in area. A
permit may be issued for twenty (20) days.
(c) Banners, Flags, and Pennants. Banners, flags and pennants
(which are temporary signs or devices of paper, fabric,
plastic or other flexible materials) for the purpose of
advertising items other than community events and, for
banners, shall not exceed the lesser of one hundred (100)
square feet or twenty percent (20%) of the area of the wall
on which they are placed. These may be displayed up to
fifteen (15) days. Banners, flags or pennants for the
purpose of promoting a community event may be displayed up
to thirty (30) days.
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SEC. 13-1-111 SIGNS REQUIRING A CONDITONAL USE PERMIT.
(a) Standards. There are certain types of signs which, because
of their unique characteristics, cannot be properly
classified as unrestricted permitted uses in any particular
zoning district or districts, without consideration, in each
case, of the impact of those signs upon neighboring land or
public facilities. Such signs, nevertheless, may be
necessary or desirable to be allowed in a particular
district provided that due consideration is given to
location, size and design. Such signs are classified as
conditional uses. Such signs may only be erected following
the issuance of a conditional use sign permit. Prior to the
granting of any conditional use sign permit, the Plan
Commission may stipulate restrictions upon the
establishment, location, size, construction, color,
maintenance and operation of the sign as deemed necessary to
promote the public health, safety and general welfare of the
community. In granting the conditional use sign permit, the
Plan Commission shall consider the following factors:
(1) That the establishment, maintenance or operation of the
sign will not be detrimental to or endanger the public
health, safety, morals, comfort or general welfare.
(2) That the uses, values and enjoyment of other property
in the neighborhood for purposes already permitted
shall be in no foreseeable manner substantially
impaired or diminished by the establishment,
maintenance or operation of the sign and the proposed
sign is compatible with the use of adjacent land.
(3) That the establishment of the sign will not impede the
normal and orderly development and improvement of the
surrounding property for uses permitted in this
district.
(b) Conditional Use Sign Permit Required. The following signs
may be allowed with a conditional permit, subject to the
following conditions:
(1) Large Temporary Business Signs. Large temporary
business signs which exceed twenty-five percent(25%)
of the total window area in which the sign is placed.
Such signs may not exceed seventy-five percent (75%) of
the total window area in which the sign is placed and
may not be displayed more than fifteen (15) days.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, going-out-of-business
signs may be displayed for up to forty-five (45) days.
(2) Temporary Wall Signs. Temporary wall signs may not
exceed the lesser of one hundred (100) square feet or
twenty percent (20%) of the area of the wall on which
the sign is placed. These may be displayed up to
fifteen (15) days.
(3) Electric Directional and Instructional Signs. Electric
directional and instructional signs whose purpose is
the same as those of Section 13-1-111(a) and which have
passed inspection by the Building Inspector or his
authorized agent and comply with the Electrical Code.
(4) Searchlights or Balloons. Searchlights or balloons may
not be used on a permanent basis. A permit for such an
advertising device may be issued for up to five (5)
days and may not exceed a total of twenty-five (25)
days or five (5) permits per year.
(5) Advertising Vehicles. A permit may be issued for an onpremises
advertising vehicle for a period of time not to
exceed five (5) days and no more than three (3) permits
per location may be issued per year. Vehicles with door
signs only (less than eight (8) square feet per door) are
exempt from this requirement.
(6) Subdivision Development Signs. Subdivision development
signs, banners and flags are permitted with the
following restrictions:
a. Such permits may be issued for a period of two (2)
years and may be annually renewed after two (2)
years.
b. Signs as used in this Section refer to all types
of signs except those prohibited by this Chapter.
c. The sign must be located on the property being
developed and must comply with all applicable
building setback requirements.
d. The sign may not exceed thirty-two (32) square
feet for properties less than five (5) acres.
More than five (5) acres are a maximum ninety-six
(96) square feet, with setback and size to be
determined by the Plan Commission. [One (1) sign
is allowed for each major street adjacent to the
subdivision.]
(7) Sale/Lease/Rent Signs. Larger than eight (8) square
feet.
(8) Contractor Signs. Any sign used for identifying and
naming the contractors engaged in construction on the
property where the sign is located, provided the sign
is between twelve (12) and thirty-two (32) square feet.
(9) Painted Wall Signs. Painted wall signs which are painted
directly on the surface of the building.
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Part 1
SEC. 13-1-105 SIGNS REQUIRING A PERMIT.
The following signs shall require a permit to be issued by the City
of Green Lake:
(a) General Requirements. All other advertising devices used to
attract attention for advertising or identification
purposes, whether defined in this Chapter or not, requires a
permit. Signs for single tenant/use buildings are regulated
according to the applicable zoning district, and
corresponding restrictions listed in this Section. Signs
for multi-tenant/use buildings are regulated by Subsection
(c) below.
(b) Total Gross Signage. The total allowable gross signage per
building face shall not exceed one (1) square foot in area for
every one (1) linear foot on the building face width on
which it is mounted. Total gross signage includes all
allowable signs.
(c) Multi-tenant/Use Buildings.
(1) Identification Advertising Sign. The property, building
or businesses located within a building shall be allowed
only one (1) of the following signs for common
identification or advertising purposes: projecting,
ground/freestanding or wall sign. Professional and name
plate signs are also allowed.
(2) Business Identification Signs. Buildings with common
entrances shall be allowed one (1) directory-type sign
at each entrance facing a public right-of-way or
parking area. The maximum size shall be twenty-four
(24) square feet per sign. Buildings with individual
entrances facing a public right-of-way or parking area
shall be allowed one (1) sign at each entrance. The
maximum size of each sign shall be determined by
dividing the total gross signage for the building by
the number of businesses.
(3) Awning Signs. Awnings with lettering or imagery are
considered signs. The lettering or imagery shall not
exceed one-fourth (1/4) of the total surface area of
the awning and shall be included as part of the total
gross signage.
(4) Temporary Signs. Temporary, as well as conditional
and unrestricted signs, are permitted subject to the
requirements of the applicable zoning district or type
of sign.

Part 2 Commercial District Regulations
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(d) Commercial, Highway Business and Industrial Districts.
Signs are permitted in all commercial districts and the
industrial districts subject to the following restrictions:
(1) Permanent Signs. All permanent signs require a permit.
Total square footage of all signs to be determined in
Section 13-1-105(b). Multi-tenant/Use Buildings -
Section 13-1-105(c) shall apply.
(2) Projecting Signs. The maximum size of projecting signs
shall not exceed twenty-four (24) square feet. The
minimum clearance to grade shall be eight (8) feet
measured from the lowest part of the sign. A maximum
of one (1) projecting sign per building shall be
allowed. Projecting signs may extend not more than
five (5) feet over the lot line and in no case shall
extend to within three (3) feet of the street curb
line, and shall not be less than ten (10) feet from
all side lot lines.
(3) Repealed per Ordinance #678-11.3
(4) Wall Signs. Wall signs shall not exceed thirty-two
(32) square feet per building facade.
(5) Permanent Window Signs. Permanent window signs shall
not exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the total area
of the window in which the sign(s) is placed.
(6) Ground/Freestanding Signs. Ground/freestanding signs
shall not exceed twenty (20) feet in height, nor more
than thirty-two (32) square feet per sign face. Signs
less than eight (8) feet high shall not exceed thirty-two
(32) square feet per sign face.
(7) Changeable Copy Signs. Permanent changeable copy signs
are allowed.
(8) Portable Sign. A portable sign or sandwich board sign
is permitted, placed on the business premise standing
no more than four (4) feet high and with each sign
surface not exceeding ten (10) square feet. Portable
signs shall not be placed so as to block building
entrances or exits and shall be located entirely on
private property. Such a sign shall require a
temporary or conditional sign permit. Such signs shall
be included in total gross signage calculations. Trailer
type signs are not allowed.
(9) Off-site Portable Sign. An off-site portable sign or
sandwich board sign placed within the street right-ofway
is permitted subject to the following conditions:
(a) Located within 100 feet of property line of
business advertised.
(b) Requires written consent of property owner whose
land the sign is placed in front of.
(c) Limited to one portable sign per business per
street.
(d) Doesn’t interfere with pedestrian or vehicular
traffic.
(e) Displayed only during business hours.
(f) Placed where specified on permit.
(g) Sign shall not be more than four (4) feet high and
with each sign surface not exceeding ten (10)
square feet.
(h) Trailer-type signs are not allowed.
(i) Requires a temporary sign permit.
(10) Awnings with Lettering. Awnings with lettering shall
be considered as signs.
(11) Directory Signs. Maximum ten (10) square feet limited
to one (1) per building side facing a public right-ofway
with a maximum of two (2) per building.
(12) Billboards. Signs not greater than three hundred (300)
square feet per face, and limited to State Highway 23 and
County Highway A.
(e) Residential, Conservancy, Public, Semi-Public and
Agricultural Districts. All signs are prohibited in
Residential, Conservancy, Public, Semi-Public and
Agricultural Districts, except those signs allowed by
Section 13-1-104.
(f) Changeable Copy Signs. Changeable copy signs are permitted
for schools, churches, public service, and theatre for
residential districts.
(g) Waterfront Business Signs. One waterfront business sign is
allowed as long as it does not exceed twelve (12) square feet.





  
 


 
CITY OF GREEN LAKE  


Fee Schedule 
 


PERMIT SERVICES 
 
MINIMUM FEE:  $40.00 


 
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 
New construction, additions, (includes erosion control, building, electrical, plumbing, 
HVAC, laterals and occupancy permits) 
 
$0.20 per square foot, plus $180.00 (Zoning Required) 
 
Building       $0.11/square foot + $75.00 
Electrical    $0.03/square foot + $35.00 
HVAC    $0.03/square foot + $35.00 
Plumbing    $0.03/square foot + $35.00 
 
REMODELS  - Includes reroof, residing, window and DR Replacement, etc 
 $5.00 per $1,000 of value 
HVAC, plumbing and electrical   $3.00 per $1,000 of value 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
Pools, decks, patios  $50.00 (Zoning Required) 
Service (Electrical)  $70.00 
 
SIGNS 
Temporary   $10.00  
Permanent    $25.00 (per ordinance) 
 
DEMOLITION 
Garage/Shed    $75.00 
Residential Structure   $150.00 
Commercial    $200.00 
 
MOVING BUILDINGS 
Principal Building    $500.00 
Garage <750 SF    $100.00 
 
RE-INSPECTION FEE 
A re-inspection fee will be charged if the work for which an inspection is requested is not 
ready, or if the work is still not code compliant upon re-inspection.  Owner/Contractor will 
be notified of any re-inspection fees due prior to occupancy inspection.  Such fees may 
not be deducted from any bond.   
 
Each re-inspection   $65.00 
 
 
 
 







  
ZONING  
One and Two Family Dwelling  $75.00 
Residential Additions  $50.00 
Commercial Buildings  $150.00 
Commercial Additions/Alterations  $100.00 
Residential Accessory Building  $35.00 
Commercial Accessory  $60.00 
Change of Use/Occupancy  $50.00 
Other (fence/deck/pool)  $35.00 
 


 








ARTICLE H 


Signs 


SEC. 13-1-100 PURPOSE OF SIGN AND BILLBOARD REQUIREMENTS. 
 
The purpose of these sign regulations is to promote health, safety, 
general welfare, and order within the City of Green Lake through 
the establishment of a comprehensive and impartial series of 
standards, regulations, and procedures governing the type, numbers, 
size, structure, location, height, electrification, installation 
and maintenance of all signs, or symbols serving as a visual 
communication media to persons visible from or upon public rights- 
of-way or properties. With this purpose in mind, it is the 
intention of this Article to authorize signs which are: 
(a) Compatible with the zoning regulations. 


      attractiveness of the City as a place to live, work, and shop. 
(f) It is further the intent of this Article to prohibit 


signs which: 
(1) Prevent or inhibit adequate light, air, or ventilation. 
(2) Inhibit the safety of vehicular or pedestrian traffic 


by actual physical or visual impairment or obstruction. 
(3) Distract from the aesthetics of the location, area, 


and community as a whole. 
(4) When lit, cause distraction and safety hazards


for vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 


SEC. 13-1-101 SIGNS, CANOPIES, AWNINGS AND BILLBOARD DEFINITIONS 


The following definitions are used in this Article: 


(a) Abandoned Sign. A sign which no longer correctly 
advertises a bona fide business, lessor, owner, product or 
activity conducted or product available on the premises 
where the sign is displayed. 


(b) Area of Sign. The area is the perimeter which forms the 
outside shape but excluding the necessary supports or 
uprights on which the sign may be placed unless they are 
designed as part of the sign. If the sign consists of 
more than one (1) section or module, all areas will be 
totaled. The area of an irregularly shaped sign shall be 
computed using the actual sign face surface. The area of 
the irregularly shaped sign shall be the entire area 
within a single continuous rectilinear perimeter of not 
more than eight (8) straight lines. 


(c) Awning. A temporary fabric, hood or cover which projects  
 from the wall of the building, which can be retracted,  
 folded or collapsed against the face of a supporting  
 structure and which contains no lettering or imagery. 


 
 
 


 
d) Awning Sign. Any lettering or imagery sewn or painted on  
 the fabric portion of an awning. 


 
 


 


 (b) Designed, constructed, installed and maintained in such a  
 manner that they do not endanger public safety or traffic 
 safety. 
(c) Legible, readable, visible and well-designed for the 
 circumstances in which they are used. 
(d) Respectful of the reasonable rights of other advertisers. 
(e) Promote the aesthetic and environmental values of the 
 community by providing for signs that do not impair the 







(e) Banner. A non-illuminated, elongated, fabric sign usually  
 used as a temporary display for the special announcement of  
 a coming event.  
(f) Billboard. A sign which advertises goods, products or 


facilities, or services not necessarily on the premises 
where the sign is located or directs persons to a different 
location from where the sign is located and not more than 
three hundred(300) square feet. 


(g) Blanketing. The unreasonable obstruction of view of a 
sign caused by the placement of another sign. 


(i) Bulletin Board. Any sign used for the purpose of
 identifying a public, charitable or religious 
institution and information pertaining to its meetings 
and activities.  


(j) Canopy. A canopy is a shelter, attached to or connected 
with a building and extending into a setback or over the 
public sidewalk. 


(k) Canopy Sign. Any sign attached to or constructed in, on or 
under a canopy or marquee. 


(l) Changeable Copy/Message Sign. A sign such as a time and 
temperature sign, message center or reader board, whether 
electronic, electric or manual, where the copy image or 
message changes. 
(1) Community(kiosk)Board Signs. A small freestanding ground 


sign announcing community events and information. 
(m) Day. A day shall be designated as a period of time in terms 


of calendar days. 
(n) Directional Sign, City-Sponsored. A City-authorized sign on 


which the names, locations and directions of businesses, 
recreational and public facilities and other attractions are 
displayed for the purpose of directing persons to such 
places. Such signs shall be uniform in color, size, and 
lettering. 


(o) Directly Illuminated Sign. Any sign designed to give any 
artificial light directly through any transparent or 
translucent material from a source of light originating 
within or on such sign. 


(p) Directory Sign. Any sign on which the names and locations 
of occupants or the use of a building are given. This may 
include offices. Directory signs shall be encouraged for 
use with advertising of multiple-occupied commercial or 
industrial buildings. 


(q) Election Campaign Period. In the case of an election for 
office, the period beginning on the first day on which 
candidates would circulate nomination papers until seven 
(7) days following the election. 


(r) Flags or Pennants. Devices generally made of flexible 
material, such as cloth, paper or plastic and displayed on 
strings or wires. 


(s) Flashing Sign. Any sign which contains an intermittent or 
flashing light source or which includes the illusion of 
intermittent or flashing light by means of animation or an 
externally mounted intermittent light source. 


(t) Freestanding (Ground and/or Pole Sign). Any sign which is 
supported by structures or supports in or upon the ground 
and independent of support from any building. 


 
 
 
 







(u) Height of the Sign. The vertical distance measured from 
the ground (finished surface) at the base of a sign to the 
highest point of such sign. 


(v) Identification Sign. Any sign which carries only the name 
of the firm, major enterprise, institution or principal 
products offered for sale on the premises or combination of 
these. 


(w) Illegal Sign. Signs which are considered illegal are those 
which do not meet the standards of the codes at the time 
they were erected or do not meet the standards of this 
Chapter. 


(x) Inflatable Sign. Any advertising structure which is 
filled with a nonflammable gas or air under pressure.  


(y) Indirectly Illuminated Sign. A sign that is illuminated 
from a source outside of the actual sign. 


(z) Marquee Sign. Any sign attached to and made part of a 
marquee. A marquee is defined as a permanent roof-like 
structure projecting beyond a building wall at an entrance 
to a building or extending along and projecting beyond the 
building's wall and generally designed and constructed to 
provide protection against weather. 
(1) Mural. (see Wall Sign) 


(aa) Nonconforming Sign. Any sign which does not conform to the 
regulations of this Article. 


(aa) Off-Premise Sign. Any sign, device or display which 
advertises goods other than that commonly available or 
services other than that commonly performed on the premises 
on which the sign is located. 


(bb) Permanent Sign. A sign placed, installed, or attached to a 
building or property that will remain for more than thirty 
(30) days. 


(cc) Political Sign. Any sign displaying a candidate for an 
election, or a current election's subject matter. 


(dd) Portable Sign/Message Boards. Any sign not permanently 
attached to the ground which is designed to be easily 
moved from one location to another. 


(ee) Projecting Sign. Any sign extending more than six (6) 
inches but less than ten(10)feet, from the face of a wall 
or building. 


(ff) Real Estate Sign. Any sign which is used to offer for sale, 
lease or rent the property upon which the sign is placed. 


(gg) Roof Sign. Any sign erected upon or over the roof or 
parapet of any building. 


(hh) Sandwich Board Sign. A hinged or unhinged A-frame portable 
sign which is generally temporary in nature. Such a sign is 
also considered to be a ground sign. 


(ii) Sign. Any structure or device displaying advertising in the 
form of lettering, pictures, symbols or other media, 
including all but the supporting structure. 


(jj) Subdivision Entrance Sign (or Emblem). Any sign whose 
purpose is exclusively limited to the identification of a 
platted subdivision or residential area and which names such 
subdivision without further elaboration, display or 
advertisement. 


(kk) Temporary Sign. Any sign intended to be displayed for a 
short period of time, including real estate or construction 
site signs, and banners, decorative-type displays or 
anything similar to the aforementioned. 
 
 
 







(ll) Total Gross Signage. The total square footage of all 
signage on a property and/or building. 


(mm) Wall Sign. Any sign attached to, erected on or painted on 
the wall of a building or structure and projecting not more 
than ten (10) inches from such wall. 


(nn) Window Sign. Any sign located completely within an enclosed 
building or visible from a public way. 


 
 
SEC. 13-1-102 REQUIRED PERMITS FOR SIGNS, CANOPIES, AWNNGS & 


BILLBOARDS. 
(a) Application. Except those specified in Section 13-1-104, no 


signs, billboards, awnings or canopies shall hereafter be 
located, erected, moved, reconstructed, extended, enlarged, 
converted, or structurally altered without a sign permit and 
without being in conformity with the provisions of this 
Article.  The sign shall also meet all other structural 
requirements of other applicable codes and ordinances of the 
City of Green Lake. Signs shall not be erected or altered 
until a permit has been issued by the Building Inspector. 
"Altered" shall be defined as any modification in the size, 
height, dimensions,  location or mounting of a sign other 
than routine maintenance. 


(b) Required Information. The sign permit application shall 
contain the following information: 
(1) Name, address and telephone number of the applicant and 


location of the building, structure, lot or property to 
which or upon which the sign is to be attached or 
erected. 


(2) Name of person, firm, corporation or association 
erecting the sign. 


(3) Written consent of the owner or lessee, if different 
from the applicant, of the building, structure or land 
to which or upon which the sign is to be affixed or 
erected. 


(4) A scale drawing of such sign indicating the dimensions, 
the materials to be used, lettering, color and type of 
illumination, if any, and the method of construction 
and attachment. 


(5) A scale site drawing indicating the location and 
position of lot lines, existing buildings, existing 
signs, location of the proposed sign, photographs of 
the building and/or site of the proposed sign, 
including adjoining properties. 


(6) Information (or type of information, message and/or 
images) to be displayed on the face(s) of the sign. 


(7) Calculations or evidence showing the structure and 
design meet the requirements of this Chapter. 


(8) Evidence of insurance or bond as required herein. 
(9) Payment of fee(s) as set forth in this Section. 


(c) Temporary Sign Permit. A temporary sign permit for an on- 
premise sign less than twelve (12) square feet may be issued 
by the Building Inspector provided the sign conforms to the 
conditions set forth in this Chapter. 


(d) Fee. The permit fee for each permanent sign shall be 
Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00).  The fee for a temporary sign 
shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). Fees double for anyone who 
erects or installs a sign without a permit. 


 
 
 







(e) Insurance. Any person, firm or corporation engaged in the 
business of erecting, repairing, maintaining or relocating 
any sign shall maintain in effect at all times a policy of 
liability insurance with limits of Three Hundred Thousand 
Dollars ($300,000.00) for bodily injury and One Million 
Dollars ($1,000,000.00) aggregate and One Hundred Thousand 
Dollars ($100,000.00) property damage. Proof of insurance 
shall be presented to the City before the sign permit is 
granted. 


(f) Inspection. Every sign shall be inspected and approved by 
the City's Building Inspector within thirty (30) days 
after it is erected or altered. 


(g) Appeals. Any person, firm or corporation aggrieved by any 
permit denial or decision by the Building Inspector relative 
to the provisions of these sign regulations may appeal and 
seek review of such decision to the Board of Zoning Appeals. 


SEC. 13-1-103 LIABILITY. 
 
The acceptance of fees as provided herein shall not be deemed as 
assumption of liability by the City. The owner of any building or 
structure upon which a sign is erected shall be liable for any 
damages and injuries that may be caused to persons or property 
thereby. 
 
SEC. 13-1-104 SIGNS NOT REQUIRING A PERMIT. 
 
The following signs shall not require a sign permit in all zoning 
districts in the City of Green Lake, provided that they are not 
located in or over a public road right-of-way; or in, on or over 
public water, provided that they comply with the restrictions and 
specifications as set forth in this Article and this Chapter: 
(a) Governmental Signs. Signs for control of traffic and other 


regulatory purposes, danger signs, railroad crossing signs, 
and signs of public utilities indicating danger, directory 
signs or safety which are erected by or on the order of a 
public officer in  the performance of his public duty. 
Government signs may be placed in or over public road rights- 
of-way. 


(b) House Numbers and Nameplates. House numbers and nameplates 
indicating the occupant's name and/or address not exceeding 
two (2) square feet in area for each residential, commercial 
or industrial building. 


(c) Interior Signs. Interior signs located within the interior 
of any building or structure which are not visible from the 
public right-of-way. 


(d) Memorial Signs and Plaques. Memorial signs and tablets, 
names of buildings and date of erection, which are cut into 
masonry surface or inlaid so as to be part of a building or 
when constructed of bronze or other noncombustible material 
not more than four (4) square feet in area. 


(e) No Trespassing and No Dumping Signs. No trespassing and no 
dumping signs shall be a standard eighteen (18) inches by 
twenty-four (24) inches. 


(f) Public Notices. Official notices posted by public officers 
or employees in the performance of their duties. 


(g) Public Signs. Signs required as specifically authorized for 
public purpose by any law, statute, or ordinance. 


 
 
 







(h) Political and Campaign Signs. Political signs on behalf of 
candidates for public office or issues on election ballots 
provided that said signs are subject to the following 
regulations: 
(1) Permission shall be obtained from the owner or tenants 


in possession of the property upon which an election 
campaign sign is erected. No sign shall be located on 
public property. 


(2) Said signs may be erected during the election campaign 
period and shall be removed within seven (7) days 
following said election. If the signs are not removed 
within the seven (7) day period, the Building Inspector 
or his authorized agent shall cause said signs to be 
removed without the necessity of giving notice and the 
cost of such removal shall be chargeable to the owner 
of the property on which said sign is located. 


(3) a. Each sign shall not exceed eight (8) square feet in 
area. 


b. In residential areas, no political or campaign 
signs may be so constructed, erected or placed so 
as to adversely affect traffic or pedestrian 
safety. 


c. Signs having an electrical, mechanical or audio 
auxiliary shall be subject to all regulations of 
this Chapter which would otherwise apply. 


(i) Real Estate Signs. 
Real Estate Signs advertising sale, lease, or rentals of 
thirty (30) days or longer are subject to the following 
regulations: 
(1) One (1) real estate sales sign is allowed on any lot or 


parcel, provided such sign is located entirely within 
the property to which the sign applies and is not 
illuminated. A second real estate sign may be placed on 
the water front side of waterfront property. 


(2) In residential and commercial districts, such signs 
shall not exceed eight (8) square feet in area and 
shall be removed within thirty (30) days after sale, 
rental or lease has been accomplished. 


(3) Signs larger than eight (8) square feet advertising for 
sale, rental, or lease require a sign permit. 


(j) Temporary Window Signs. In business, commercial and 
industrial districts, the inside surfaces of any window may 
be used for attachment of temporary signs. The total area 
of such signs, however, shall not exceed twenty-five (25%) of 
the total window area in which the sign(s)is placed and shall 
not be placed on door windows or other windows needed to be 
clear for pedestrian safety. Such signs shall not be displayed 
for more than thirty (30) days. 


 
(k) Bulletins. Temporary signs not exceeding four (4) square 


feet in area pertaining to events of civic, philanthropic, 
educational and religious organizations, provided such signs 
are posted no more than fifteen (15) days before said event 
and removed within fifteen (15) after the event. 


(l) Awnings. Decorative awnings without lettering or imagery 
are not considered signs within the definition of this 
Chapter. 


 
 
 
 







(m) Professional and Business Name Plate Signs. Professional 
and business name plate signs shall be located on the 
premises being served and shall be limited to one (1) such 
sign per business. One (1) professional name plate sign 
shall not exceed two (2) square feet. 


(n) Rummage Sale Signs. Rummage sale signs used for the purpose 
of advertising the sale of merchandise at a private 
residence by at least one (1) occupant of said residence, 
subject to the following regulations: 
(1) No rummage sale sign shall be displayed more than 


one(1)day before the sale or one (1) day following 
the sale. 


(2) Signs shall not be attached to or displayed on 
traffic or regulatory signs, light poles, 
parkway/terrace trees or other public property. 


(o) Governmental Entity Flags. Governmental entity flags which 
are the official flags of the United States, State of 
Wisconsin and which are properly displayed. 


(p) Gasoline Price Signs. Gasoline price signs, as required by 
law, not larger than twenty (20) square feet surface area, 
one (1) or two (2) sided. 


(q) Patriotic Buntings. Red, white and blue patriotic buntings 
shall be allowed to be tastefully displayed without time 
limitation but subject to maintenance provisions. 


(r) Contractor Signs. Less than twelve (12) square feet and 
posted no longer than thirty (30)days after completion. 


(s) Bulletin Boards. On the premises of an identifying, 
charitable, public or religious institution or pertaining to 
its meetings and activities. 


SEC. 13-1-105 SIGNS REQUIRING A PERMIT. 
 
The following signs shall require a permit to be issued by the City 
of Green Lake: 
(a) General Requirements. All other advertising devices used to 


attract attention for advertising or identification 
purposes, whether defined in this Chapter or not, requires a 
permit. Signs for single tenant/use buildings are regulated 
according to the applicable zoning district, and 
corresponding restrictions listed in this Section. Signs 
for multi-tenant/use buildings are regulated by Subsection 
(c) below. 


(b) Total Gross Signage. The total allowable gross signage per 
building face shall not exceed one (1) square foot in area for 
every one (1) linear foot on the building face width on 
which it is mounted. Total gross signage includes all 
allowable signs. 


(c) Multi-tenant/Use Buildings. 
(1) Identification Advertising Sign. The property, building 


or businesses located within a building shall be allowed 
only one (1) of the following signs for common 
identification or advertising purposes: projecting, 
ground/freestanding or wall sign. Professional and name 
plate signs are also allowed. 


(2) Business Identification Signs. Buildings with common 
entrances shall be allowed one (1) directory-type sign 
at each entrance facing a public right-of-way or 
parking area. The maximum size shall be twenty-four 
(24) square feet per sign. Buildings with individual 
 
 







    entrances facing a public right-of-way or parking area 
shall be allowed one (1) sign at each entrance. The maximum 
size of each sign shall be determined by dividing the total 
gross signage for the building by the number of businesses. 
(3) Awning Signs. Awnings with lettering or imagery are 


considered signs. The lettering or imagery shall not 
exceed one-fourth (1/4) of the total surface area of 
the awning and shall be included as part of the total 
gross signage. 
Temporary Signs. Temporary, as well as conditional and 
unrestricted signs, are permitted subject to the 
requirements of the applicable zoning district or type 
of sign. 


(d) Commercial, Highway Business and Industrial Districts. 
Signs are permitted in all commercial districts and the 
industrial districts subject to the following restrictions: 
(1) Permanent Signs. All permanent signs require a permit. 


Total square footage of all signs to be determined in 
Section 13-1-105(b). Multi-tenant/Use Buildings - 
Section 13-1-105(c) shall apply. 


(2) Projecting Signs. The maximum size of projecting signs 
shall not exceed twenty-four (24) square feet. The 
minimum clearance to grade shall be eight (8) feet 
measured from the lowest part of the sign. A maximum 
of one (1) projecting sign per building shall be 
allowed. Projecting signs may extend not more than 
five (5) feet over the lot line and in no case shall 
extend to within three (3) feet of the street curb 
line, and shall not be less than ten (10) feet from 
all side lot lines. 


(3) Repealed per Ordinance #678-11.3 
(4) Wall Signs. Wall signs shall not exceed thirty-two 


(32) square feet per building facade. 
(5) Permanent Window Signs. Permanent window signs shall 


not exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the total area 
of the window in which the sign(s) is placed. 


(6) Ground/Freestanding Signs. Ground/freestanding signs 
shall not exceed twenty (20) feet in height, nor more 
than thirty-two (32) square feet per sign face. Signs 
less than eight (8) feet high shall not exceed thirty-two 
(32) square feet per sign face. 


(7) Changeable Copy Signs. Permanent changeable copy signs 
are allowed. 


(8) Portable Sign. A portable sign or sandwich board sign 
is permitted, placed on the business premise standing 
no more than four (4) feet high and with each sign 
surface not exceeding ten (10) square feet. Portable 
signs shall not be placed so as to block building 
entrances or exits and shall be located entirely on 
private property. Such a sign shall require a temporary 
or conditional sign permit.  Such signs shall 


          be included in total gross signage calculations. Trailer   
type signs are not allowed. 







(9) Off-site Portable Sign. An off-site portable sign or 
sandwich board sign placed within the street right-of- 
way is permitted subject to the following conditions: 
(a) Located within 100 feet of property line of 


business advertised. 
(b) Requires written consent of property owner whose 


land the sign is placed in front of. 
(c) Limited to one portable sign per business per 


street. 
(d) Doesn’t interfere with pedestrian or vehicular 


traffic. 
(e) Displayed only during business hours. 
(f) Placed where specified on permit. 
(g) Sign shall not be more than four (4) feet high and 


with each sign surface not exceeding ten (10) 
square feet. 


(h) Trailer-type signs are not allowed. 
(i) Requires a temporary sign permit. 


(10) Awnings with Lettering. Awnings with lettering shall 
be considered as signs. 


(11) Directory Signs. Maximum ten (10) square feet limited 
to one (1) per building side facing a public right-of- 
way with a maximum of two (2) per building. 


(12) Billboards. Signs not greater than three hundred (300) 
square feet per face, and limited to State Highway 23 and 
County Highway A. 


(e) Residential, Conservancy, Public, Semi-Public and 
Agricultural Districts. All signs are prohibited in 
Residential, Conservancy, Public, Semi-Public and 
Agricultural Districts, except those signs allowed by 
Section 13-1-104. 


(f) Changeable Copy Signs. Changeable copy signs are permitted 
for schools, churches, public service, and theatre for 
residential districts. 


(g) Waterfront Business Signs. One waterfront business sign is 
allowed as long as it does not exceed twelve (12) square feet. 


 
SEC. 13-1-106 LANDSCAPE FEATURES. 
 
Landscape features such as plant materials, berms, boulders, 
fencing and similar design elements incorporated or in conjunction 
with freestanding signs are encouraged and shall not be counted as 
allowable sign area. 
 
SEC. 13-1-107 PROHIBITED SIGNS. 
The following signs shall be prohibited within all zoning districts 
in the City of Green Lake:  


Abandoned Signs. 
(a) Flashing, Alternating, Rotating or Swinging Signs. 


Flashing, alternating, rotating, animated or swinging signs 
or devices, whether illuminated or not, visible from the 
public right-of-way. 


(b) Changeable Copy Signs. Changeable copy signs, fixed or 
moveable, except for those allowed in Section 13-1-105(d)(7). 


(c) Floodlighted Signs. Floodlighted signs or reflection- 
illuminated signs whose light source is positioned so that 
its light source is visible from a public right-of-way by 
vehicular traffic or whose light source is visible from 
adjoining property. 







(d) Unclassified Signs. 
(1) Which are a hazard or dangerous distraction to 


vehicular traffic or a nuisance to adjoining 
residential property. 


(2) Which are an imitation of, or resemble in shape, size, 
copy or color an official traffic sign or signal. 


(e) Off-Premises Sign. Off-premises sign which advertises 
goods, products, facilities or services not located on the 
premises where the sign is installed and maintained. 


(f) Inflatable Advertising Devices or Signs. Inflatable 
advertising devices or signs which are used off premises. 


(g) Repealed per Ordinance #678-11.3. 
(h) Repealed per Ordinance #678-11.3. 
(i) Repealed per Ordinance #678-11.3. 
(j) Permanent Signs. Signs which consist of banners, pennants, 


ribbons, streamers, strings of light bulbs, spinners, or 
similar devices for private or commercial purposes. 


(k) Roof Signs. Roof sign is allowable so long as it does not 
extend above the highest point of the roof. 


(l) Signs on Public Rights-of-Way. Signs shall not be permitted 
on public rights-of-way, except for municipal traffic 
control, parking and directory signs and as otherwise 
specified in this Chapter. 


(m) Any sign, poster, placard banner or graphic display that 
advertises cigarettes or alcoholic beverages in a publicly 
visible location. A publicly visible location shall 
include outdoor billboard, sides of buildings and 
freestanding signboards. This Section shall not apply to: 
(1) (a) With respect to cigarettes, the placement of 


signs, including advertisement, inside any 
premises used by a holder of a license, or 


 


 (b) With respect to alcoholic beverages, the 
 placement of signs, including advertisements 
 inside any premises used by a holder of a 
 license or on commercial vehicles used for 
 transporting cigarettes or alcoholic beverages. 


(2) (a) With respect to cigarettes, any sign that 
  contains the name or slogan of the premises used 
  by a holder of a license that has been placed for 
  the purpose of identifying such premises; or 
 (b) With respect to alcoholic beverages, any sign that 
  contains the name or slogan of the premises used 
  by a holder of a license that has been placed for 
  the purpose of identifying such premises. 
(3)  Any sign that contains a generic description of 


cigarettes or alcoholic beverages. 
(4) Any sign at a special event. 


SEC. 13-1-108 DANGEROUS AND ABANDONED SIGNS. 
 
(a) Removal. All signs shall be removed by the owner or lessee 


of the premises upon which the sign is located when a 
business which it advertises has not been conducted for a 
period of thirty (30) days or when, in the judgment of the 
Building Inspector, such signs is so old, dilapidated or has 
become so out of repair as to be dangerous or unsafe, 
whichever occurs first. If the owner or lessee fails to 
remove it, the Common Council, or its designee, may remove  


 
 







     the sign at the cost of the owner, following a thirty (30) 
day written notice. Such costs of removal shall become a 
lien as provided in Section 66.60 (15) of the Wisconsin 
Statutes and shall automatically be extended upon the 
current or next tax roll as a delinquent tax against the 
property. All proceedings related to the collection, 
return and sale of property for delinquent real estate taxes 
shall apply. 


(b) Alterations. For signs erected before the adoption of this 
Sign Code, said signs shall be rebuilt or relocated to 
conform to this Article. 


SEC. 13-1-109 VARIANCES OR EXCEPTIONS. 
 
Variances or exceptions to these sign regulations may be granted by 
an application and approval by the Board of Zoning Appeals. (See 
Article O of the Zoning Ordinance, Title 13 Chapter 1). 
 
SEC. 13-1-110 CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE REGULATIONS FOR 


SIGNS. 
 
(a) Safety. All signs shall be installed and maintained in a 


workmanlike manner using equipment which is adequate and 
safe for the task. 


(b) Electrical Signs. This Chapter recognizes that electric 
signs are controlled under the special equipment provisions 
of the Electrical Code. An electrical permit shall first be 
obtained before an electrical sign is installed. Electrical 
signs shall comply with City, State and N.E.C. electrical 
codes. It also recognizes that electric sign contractors 
have developed a specialized trade of high voltage discharge 
electric sign installation and maintenance to properly 
install and service high-voltage electric signs. Electric 
sign contractors and their employees are hereby authorized 
to perform the following tasks: 
(1) Install exterior electric signs, ballasts or high 


voltage transformers to sockets or outline lighting 
tubes, and may connect said signs to primary branch 
circuit, if said circuit already exists outside the 
building. 


(2) Install interior electric signs, but may not connect 
said signs to the primary branch circuit. 


     Maintain and replace any electric component within the sign, 
on its surface or between the sign and building for exterior 
signs only.  This Chapter prohibits the electric sign 
contractor or its employees from performing work on electric 
signs in contradiction to the Electrical Code. 


(c) Maintenance and Repair. Every sign, including but not 
limited to those signs for which permits are required, shall 
be maintained in a safe, presentable and good structural 
condition at all times, including replacement of defective 
parts, burned out lighting elements, painting (except when a 
weathered or natural surface is intended), repainting, 
cleaning and other acts required for the maintenance of said 
sign. In addition, the premises on  which  the sign is 
erected shall be kept in a clean, sanitary and inoffensive 
condition, free and clear of all noxious substances. The 
Building  Inspector or  his  authorized agent shall  enforce 
compliance with all standards of this Chapter.  
 
 







If the signis not modified to comply with safety standards 
outlined in this Chapter, the Building Inspector or his 
authorized agent shall require its removal in accordance with 
this Section or the sign shall be removed under the authority 
of the Building Inspector or his authorized agent, and costs 
incurred shall be paid by the owner of the 
premises on which such sign is located.  Signs removed for 
maintenance and repair for over thirty (30) days shall be
 required to reapply for  a sign permit 
before re-erecting the sign. 


(d) Protection of the Public. The temporary occupancy of a 
sidewalk or street or other public property during 
construction, removal, repair, alteration or maintenance of 
a sign is permitted, provided the space occupied is roped 
off, fenced off or otherwise isolated. 


SEC. 13-1-111 SIGNS REQUIRING A CONDITONAL USE PERMIT. 
 
(a) Standards. There are certain types of signs which, because 


of their unique characteristics, cannot be properly 
classified as unrestricted permitted uses in any particular 
zoning district or districts, without consideration, in each 
case, of the impact of those signs upon neighboring land or 
public facilities.  Such signs, nevertheless, may be 
necessary or desirable to be allowed in a particular 
district provided that due consideration is given to 
location, size and design. Such signs are classified as 
conditional uses. Such signs may only be erected following 
the issuance of a conditional use sign permit. Prior to the 
granting of any conditional use sign permit, the Plan 
Commission may stipulate restrictions upon the 
establishment, location, size, construction, color, 
maintenance and operation of the sign as deemed necessary to 


 
promote the public health, safety and general welfare of the 
community. In granting the conditional use sign permit, the 
Plan Commission shall consider the following factors: 
(1) That the establishment, maintenance or operation of the 


sign will not be detrimental to or endanger the public 
health, safety, morals, comfort or general welfare. 


(2) That the uses, values and enjoyment of other property 
in the neighborhood for purposes already permitted 
shall be in no foreseeable manner substantially 
impaired or diminished by the establishment.  


(3) maintenance or operation of the sign and the proposed 
sign is compatible with the use of adjacent land. 


(4) That the establishment of the sign will not impede the 
normal and orderly development and improvement of the 
surrounding property for uses permitted in this 
district. 


(b) Conditional Use Sign Permit Required. The following signs 
may be allowed with a conditional permit, subject to the 
following conditions: 
(1) Large Temporary Business Signs. Large temporary 


business signs which exceed twenty-five percent(25%) 
of the total window area in which the sign is placed. 
Such signs may not exceed seventy-five percent (75%) of 
the total window area in which the sign is placed and 
may not be displayed more than fifteen (15) days. 
 
 







Notwithstanding the foregoing, going-out-of-business 
signs may be displayed for up to forty-five (45) days. 


(2) Temporary Wall Signs. Temporary wall signs may not 
exceed the lesser of one hundred (100) square feet or 
twenty percent (20%) of the area of the wall on which 
the sign is placed. These may be displayed up to 
fifteen (15) days. 


(3) Electric Directional and Instructional Signs. Electric 
directional and instructional signs whose purpose is 
the same as those of Section 13-1-111(a) and which have 
passed inspection by the Building Inspector or his 
authorized agent and comply with the Electrical Code. 


(4) Searchlights or Balloons. Searchlights or balloons may 
not be used on a permanent basis. A permit for such an 
advertising device may be issued for up to five (5) 
days and may not exceed a total of twenty-five (25) 
days or five (5) permits per year. 


(5) Advertising Vehicles. A permit may be issued for an on- 
premises advertising vehicle for a period of time not to 
exceed five (5) days and no more than three (3) permits 
per location may be issued per year. Vehicles with door 
signs only (less than eight (8) square feet per door) are 
exempt from this requirement. 


(6) Subdivision Development Signs. Subdivision development 
signs, banners and flags are permitted with the 
following restrictions: 
a. Such permits may be issued for a period of two (2) 


years and may be annually renewed after two (2) 
years. 


b. Signs as used in this Section refer to all types 
of signs except those prohibited by this Chapter. 


c. The sign must be located on the property being 
developed and must comply with all applicable 
building setback requirements. 


d. The sign may not exceed thirty-two (32) square 
feet for properties less than five (5) acres. 
More than five (5) acres are a maximum ninety-six 
(96) square feet, with setback and size to be 
determined by the Plan Commission. [One (1) sign 
is allowed for each major street adjacent to the 
subdivision.] 


(7) Sale/Lease/Rent Signs. Larger than eight (8) square  
(8) Contractor Signs. Any sign used for identifying 


and naming the contractors engaged in construction on 
the property where the sign is located, provided the 
sign is between twelve (12) and thirty-two (32) square 
feet. 


(9) Painted Wall Signs. Painted wall signs which are painted 
directly on the surface of the building. 


SEC. 13-1-112 SIGNS REQUIRING A TEMPORARY PERMIT. 
 
The following signs are allowable with a temporary sign permit 
issued by the Building Inspector or his authorized agent. A 
temporary sign permit fee is required per Section 13-1-102(d). 
(a) Temporary Sign. Temporary sign less than twelve (12) square 


feet which advertises a special event for a civil, 
philanthropic, educational or religious organization. A 
permit may be issued for fourteen (14) days. A temporary 
sign can be displayed for up to two (2) weeks at a time 







during no more than three (3) different periods per year. 
Each such two (2) week period requires a new permit and fee. 
Such temporary signs must be located on private property 
only and shall not obstruct building exits, unless noted 
elsewhere in this Section. 


(b) Over-the-Street Banner. Unlighted special event banners not 
exceeding one hundred fifty (150) square feet in area. A 
permit may be issued for twenty (20) days. 


(c) Banners, Flags, and Pennants. Banners, flags and pennants 
(which are temporary signs or devices of paper, fabric, 
plastic or other flexible materials) for the purpose of 
advertising items other than community events and, for 
banners, shall not exceed the lesser of one hundred (100) 
square feet or twenty percent (20%) of the area of the wall 
on which they are placed. These may be displayed up to 
fifteen (15) days. Banners, flags or pennants for the 
purpose of promoting a community event may be displayed up 
to thirty (30) days. 


SEC. 13-1-113 NONCONFORMING SIGNS. 
 
(a) Signs Eligible for Characterization as Legal Nonconforming. 


Any sign located within the City of Green Lake limits on the 
date of adoption of this Article hereafter which does not 
conform with the provisions of this Article is eligible for 
characterization as a legal nonconforming sign and is 
permitted, providing it meets the following requirements: 
(1) The sign was covered by a proper sign permit prior to 


the date of adoption of this Article; 
(2) If no permit was required under the applicable law for 


the sign in question and the sign was, in all respects, 
in compliance with applicable law on the date of 
adoption of this Article. 


 
 
 
 All nonconforming signs shall be deemed to have exhausted 


their economic life after seven (7) years from the time they 
became nonconforming.  Nonconforming signs, after this seven-
year period, shall either be made to conform to the terms of 
this Ordinance or shall be removed by the owner, agent, or 
person having beneficial use of the property. Nonconforming 
signs, during the seven-year grace period shall be kept in 
good repair, but the cost of maintenance shall not be 
considered grounds for their continued use beyond the seven-
year period. The Building Inspector shall, upon adoption 
and/or amendment of this Ordinance, notify the owner, agent, 
or person having beneficial use of the property, of this 
provision. Failure to notify any one is not grounds for non-
enforcement of this provision. 


The Building Inspector shall, after the seven-year grace 
period, notify the owner, agent, or person having 
beneficial use of the property, of the expiration of the 
grace period. After thirty (30) days, if the sign 
has not been made to conform to this Ordinance or 
removed, the Building Inspector shall initiate 
appropriate punitive action. Signs which are not 
repaired, painted or maintained pursuant to written 
notification and orders by the Building Inspector shall 
also be subject to punitive action. 
 







(b) Loss of Legal Nonconforming Status. A sign loses its 
nonconforming status if one (1) or more of the 
following occurs: 
(1) If said sign is damaged by fire, flood, explosion, 


earthquake, war, riot or act of God; or structurally 
altered in any way, except for normal maintenance 
and repair; the sign may be reconstructed and used 
as before if it is reconstructed within three (3) 
months after such calamity, unless the damage to the 
sign is fifty percent (50%) or more of its 
replacement value, in which case the constructed 
sign shall comply with the provisions of this 
Article. 


(2) The sign is relocated. 
(3) The sign fails to conform to the City requirements 


regarding maintenance and repair, abandonment or 
dangerous or defective signs; 


(4) On the date of occurrence of any of the above, the 
sign shall be immediately brought in compliance with 
this Article with a new permit secured therefor or 
shall be removed. 


(c) Legal Nonconforming Sign Maintenance and Repair. Nothing 
in this Article shall relieve the owner or use of a 
legal nonconforming sign or the owner of the property in 
which the sign is located from the provisions of this 
Article regarding safety, maintenance and repair of 
signs. 
 


SEC. 13-1-114 AWNINGS AND CANOPIES. 
 


(a) Permitted Awnings. No awnings shall be erected or 
maintained, except such awnings as comply with the 
following requirements, and then only if the permit 
required hereunder is first obtained and the same 
conform to the regulations of the zoning district in 
which the same are to be located: 
(1) Support. Awnings shall be securely attached to and 


supported by the building and shall be without posts or 
columns beyond the setback line. 


(2) Height. All awnings shall be constructed and 
erected so that the lowest portion thereof shall be 
not less than eight (8) feet above the level of the 
public sidewalk or public thoroughfare. 


(3) Setback from Curb Line. No awning shall extend 
beyond a point four (4) feet into the right-of- 
way. 


(4) Repealed per Ordinance #678-11.3. 
(5) Awning Insurance Requirements. Every applicant for a 


permit for an awning which will overhang the public 
street or sidewalk shall, before the permit is 
granted, file with the City Clerk a liability 
insurance policy with minimum limits of Fifty 
Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) for personal injury to 
any person and One Hundred Thousand Dollars 
($100,000.00) for property damage which shall 
indemnify and save harmless the City of Green Lake 
from any and all damages, judgments, costs or expense 
which the City may incur or suffer by reason of the 
granting of said permit. 


 
 







(b) Permitted Canopies. No canopies shall be erected or 
maintained, except such canopies as comply with the 
following requirements, and then only if the permit 
required hereunder is first obtained and the same 
conform to the regulations of the zoning district in 
which the same are to be located. 
(1) Support. The structural support of all canopies 


shall be designed by a licensed professional 
engineer and approved by the Building Inspector as 
in compliance with the Building Code of the City.
 All frames and supports shall be of metal and 
designed to withstand wind pressure. All 
canopies shall be attached to a building, and no 
supports shall exist beyond the setback line between 
the canopy and the sidewalk or ground below. 


(2) Height Above Sidewalk. All canopies shall be 
constructed and erected so that the lowest portion 
thereof shall not be less than eight (8) feet above 
the level of the sidewalk or public thoroughfare 


 
(3) Setback From Curb. No canopy shall extend beyond a 


point four (4) feet from the face of a wall or 
building. 


(4) Repealed per Ordinance #678-11.3. 
(5) Canopy Insurance Requirements. Every applicant for a 


permit for a canopy which will overhang the public 
street or sidewalk shall, before the permit is 
granted, file with the City Clerk a liability 
insurance policy with minimum limits of Fifty 
Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) for personal injury to 
any person and One Hundred Thousand 
Dollars ($100,000.00) for any one (1) accident and Ten 
Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) for property damage 
which shall indemnify and save harmless the City of 
Green Lake from any and all damages judgements, costs 
or expenses which the City may incur or suffer by 
reason of the granting of said permit. 


 
SEC. 13-1-115 VIOLATIONS OF THE SIGN CODE. 
 
The owners of illegal signs shall observe the following procedures 
and immediately remove the illegal sign upon notification of the 
sign's illegality. Any such owner who fails to comply with this 
Section shall be subject to the following: The Building Inspector 
may cause the illegal sign to be removed and the cost of such 
removal shall become a lien as provided in Sec. 66.0627, Wis. 
Stats., and shall automatically be extended upon the current or 
next tax roll as a delinquent tax against the property. All 
proceedings related to the collection, return and sale of property 
for delinquent real estate taxes shall apply. All signs 
constructed or maintained in violation of any of the provisions of 
this Article are hereby declared public nuisances within the 
meaning of the Code of Ordinances. In addition to penalty 
provisions for violations of this Article, the Common Council or 
its designee may bring action to abate the nuisance in a manner set 
forth by Wisconsin Statutes. 
(a) Penalty. In addition to any other enforcement provisions 


provided in this Chapter, any person who shall violate any 
provision of this Chapter or any order, decision, rule or 
regulation made hereunder shall be subject to a penalty as 
provided in Section 1-1-7 of the Code of Ordinances of the 







City of Green Lake. 
(b) Citations. The Building Inspector and Chief of Police or 


their authorized agents are hereby authorized to issue 
citations for violations of this Chapter. 
(1) Each day a sign remains in violation of this Chapter 


shall constitute a new offense. 
(c) Injunctions. The City Attorney is authorized to seek 


injunctive relief in a court of competent jurisdiction for 
the enforcement of this Chapter. 


(d) Any person, firm or corporation who violates any provisions 
of this Article shall be subject to the penalties prescribed 
in this Code of Ordinances. Each day, or portion thereof, 
that such violation continues is hereby deemed to constitute 
a separate offense. 
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